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Britain battered by Seasonal Storms  

By Adelaide Ruskin and Daniel Grant 
 

There are more warnings of flooding this 
week, as heavy rain hits Wales. A police 
officer, confirmed as Bill Barker, was 
killed in Cumbria after a bridge 
collapsed, due to flooding in the area. 
The 44 year old is seen as a hero, 
because he directed vehicles away from 
the bridge and in doing so, saved many 
lives. When a record rainfall hit, the 
bridge collapsed from under PC Barker, 
tragically sweeping him into the river. 

Many homes have been evacuated and 
peopleôs lives devastated, as water tore 
through their homes, destroying 
everything in its path. Hundreds of 
people are homeless with no where to 
go for shelter.  Unfortunately, the 
weather just seems to be getting worse, 
with no signs of the weather warnings 
disappearing.   
 

YFC Sweep up Farm Prizes 
The Westlands School Young Farmers 
attended The Maidstone Fatstock and The 
Ardingly Fatstock shows this week, winning 
a variety of awards and prizes for their 
efforts.  
On Monday at Maidstone Fatstock Show, 
Westlands were awarded a large amount of 
prizes including the special prize for best 
Limousin in show, which Luke Muir won with 
Solitaire, a Purebred Limousin. The Young 
Farmers also showed some of M.B. Farms 
cows and won Champion and Supreme 
Champion with them. Rhys Millington won 
Champion Young Handlers Beef with Sweet 
Pea, Belgium Blue Limousin.  
On Tuesday at Ardingly, we were awarded 
Champion and Reserve Champion with our 
lambs. Luke Muir won Champion Young 
Handlers Beef With Solitaire. Rhys 
Millington won Reserve Champion Steer 
with Vagabond, Belgium Blue. 
Also the Young Farmers entered into a few 
other competitions, winning the Young 
Achievers Award through Stephen Cope  
with his letter about why he should win the 
award. Nick Richardson won first prize with 

his cow model, and Stephan came second 
with his pig model. Last but not least The 
Westlands Young Farmers Club were also 
awarded the Overall Points Cup for all the 
points they collected throughout the shows. 
óThe farm is, quite simply, excellent!ô 
The Young Farmers work incredibly hard 
and do so well at all the shows.  Every 
school at any show we go to, really wants to 
beat Westlands.  Some schools charge their 
Young Farmers hundreds of pounds to join 
so they have lots of money.  We hardly 
charge anything so we have much less 
money than them, but we still beat them in 
competitions. Many students also use the 
farm with some of their classes and if the 
Young Farmers are there, they are really 
helpful. Both Mr Hodgson and Sue 
Hodkinson work incredibly hard on the farm 
and with the Young Farmers and they have 
a team of volunteer parents and ex-parents 
who give up a lot of their time too.  We hope 
they are proud of our achievements. 
Reported By Julie Terry     

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_warnings.html


Big Bang Machine back in 
Business 
 
Iôm sure you all read the 
stories about 14-months ago 
about the óworld endingô due 
to a machine which collides 
the same particles which are  
thought to have caused the 
Big Bang. Sure enough just 
three days ago, it was 
restarted. This machine, 
situated between the borders 
of France and Switzerland, 
has cost tens of millions of 
pounds to create and is soon 
to get the go ahead to go 
once again.  This time round 
scientists plan to ôrev-upô the 
machine to around 1.2 trillion 
volts. 
 
The collision of particles is 
planned to help understand 
the existence of our universe, 
why dark matter exists, and  
open up a new era of physics 
for us to understand. One of 
the leading scientists 
Profession Jon Butterworth 
stated: ñIt has been a tough 
year, but worth the wait.ò 
 
Although the machine was 
delayed fort ten and a half 
hours due to technical issues 
it was a great success after 
the first collisions were 
detected. 

Man in ócomaô after 23 
years finally awakes. 
A man in a suspected 
coma has awaken after 23 
years after a brain scan 
indicated he was 
technically still conscious 
throughout the entire 
ordeal  he faced. 
 
Rom Houben, from 
Belguim, was involved in a 
horrific car crash back in 
1983 has only recently 
awoken from his coma 
and speaks of his 
experience. 
He said himself that he ñis 
an optimistò and the 
suffering he went through 
wonôt be regretted. He is 
now paralysed and uses a 
keyboard to communicate. 
 
This one event which 
happened in 2006, has 
raised certain speculation 
as to the actual 
consciousness of patients 
who are in a ócomaô, 
Research by Dr Laurey 
has said that 40% of all 
people diagnosed in a 
ñvegetative stateò are in 
fact conscious and fully 
aware of their 
surroundings. 
 

First Lady sparks rows 
with internet 
supergiant Google over 
image. 
In recent days an image 
has emerged over the 
internet of Michelle 
Obama, which consists 
of her with ómonkey-likeô 
features. If Michelle 
Obama was typed in 
Google, this picture 
would show up. This was 
very quickly reported to 
the authorities, yet 
Google quickly decided 
not to take it down as it 
did not break any rules, 
to an extent, of free will 
when posting images 
onto the internet. 
However this sparked 
major controversy 
between Google and 
Obama, and at 1pm on 
the 25th November the 
picture itself was taken 
down, so there appears 
to be no more concerns 
over this topic as of yet. 

Luke Curtis 

International News 



M2 Crash between 
junctions 5 & 6, Lorry 
driver seriously injured. 
 
On Thursday 19th 
November a crash 
involving a lorry and 3 cars 
on the M2 took place. 
The pile up lead to serious 
delays upon junctions 5&6 
and the cause of this 
accident is still unknown. 
A lorry driver involved in 
the crash was airlifted to 
safety and suffered serious 
injuries. Although many 
have praised the services 
for their actions and calm 
manner in which they 
approached the situation, 
Mr Heginbotham, who saw 
the rescue operation first 
hand  said "The services 
on the scene were superb 
and a credit to their 
respective professions. 
They were calm and got on 
with the job - I absolutely 
take my hat off to them." 
The police have explained 
that they will not comment 
further on the situation due 
to it still being under further 
investigation.  
 
 

Fire breaks out at 
Nuclear Power Station. 
Fire fighters help tackle 
blaze. 
 
Yesterday (24th 
November) Sittingbourne 
fire fighters were rushed to 
Dungeness B Nuclear 
Power station to help put 
out a fire which had broke 
out earlier that day.  
10 fire crews were called 
to the scene in which they 
were informed that a boiler 
had caught alight which 
was linked to the second 
reactor. If the reactor went 
up in flames the 
destruction would be 
merciless. 
After turning the reactor 
off, an official Martin Bultin, 
the spokesman for British 
Energy, explained: 
"We turned reactor 22 off. 
There was no release of 
radioactivity and no one 
was injured. We are 
looking into the cause." 
Sittingbourne crews stayed 
at the scene until 5am in 
the morning, although 
some still stayed till 9am to 
make sure that it was safe 
to continue work there. 

Plan for new energy 
power plant near 
Sittingbourne have be 
drawn up. 
 
A new energy power plant 
plan has been unveiled 
and could be coming near 
Sittingbourne within the 
coming years. The plant is 
situated in Ridham Dock 
in Iwade. 
It would convert over 
150,000 tonnes of waste 
wood into heat and 
electricity. Non-recyclable 
wood, obviously. 

The station itself would 
create 30 permanent jobs 
and several temporary 
jobs for the construction 
and management of the 
building process. 
The Kemsley Mill have 
expressed interest in the 
situation by asking them 
to supply them with a 
more ósustainableô energy 
resource. 
Of course, this isn't just for 
energy purposes, it is also 
a way of getting rid of 
unnecessary waste which 
can no longer be used nor 
recycled. 
A local consultation will 
take place in due course 
to consult business 
managers and various 
other shop owners and 
residents which will 
contain a public exhibition 
explaining how they can 
get involved in the 
process. 
 

By Luke Curtis 
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Westlands pupils completed a 
school survey on Wednesday 25th 
November. Pupils answered a 
variety of questions about what the 
school is like for them, what 
support is available for them and 
what they think about life at 
Westlands. 
óIt was really easy to fill out, and itôs 
useful for the school as it tells them 
what to improve on.ô says Kirsty 
Sayers, 12. 
As inconvenient as you may find 
the survey, ultimately its purpose is 
to improve your school. 

The school staircases outside of 
the Sixth form block are in need of 
repair due to corrosion. The Sixth 
form have been strongly advised 
not to use the staircases for uses 
other than an emergency exit. The 
school is taking action to have the 
staircase repaired. In the mean 
time pupils are strongly advised 
not to use them. 

School News! 

Your chance to be involved: 
We are always keen to hear what our readers think of NST Comm and 
how we can improve it.  If there are any stories you would like us to 
cover, any achievements you want reported, or have any relevant 
comments, please see Mr Packman in room L22 with your views. 

Dear Reader; 
 
Now itôs time for mine and Helenôs editorial. 
First off, we would like to thank everyone 
who helped out with the newspaper day, 
finishing the paper in record time, having it 
nearly complete by 3:15pm! We would also 
like to say thanks to Mr Packman for all the 
help and support he has given. Today was 
the first newspaper we have created entirely 
on the laptops in L22, and we feel it went 
fantasticly!  
 
By now you know the drill, a selection of pu-
pils from all the years along with a 6th form 
editorial team get together in the hopes to 
create a newspaper in a day. A final thanks 
to everyone who helped out with reporting, 
interviews and editing and made NST 
COMM and reality. Well done to all! 
 
6th form Editorial Team 
Helen Brennan and Zac Smith 


