® InterFace

s & Dilfension

The Westlands School Specialist Mathematics, Computing and Science Newsletter

Edition 1 October 2009

Introduction

Sctence

Welcome to this new edition of our specialist
school newsletter.Since we became a maths and
computing specialist school in 2003, we have
celebrated our wor k i FMe g a
additional specialisms at the school, we have now
evolved this into oO0lnterngFaced
been awarded additional specialisms in science and
rural dimension, so we have a new specialist sch m
newsletter that embraces all of our speC|aI
work. I ncidentally, the Mmhs&tl of o6l ntel FBjonsil wa
chosen after a hard fought irEBIMMuNity Comeving
competition.

Our science specialism is well and truly underway. As you will see we hadldeeatket visit
the school and this certainly captured the puj

school to show our specialist subjects. Throughout this phase of our specialist status it is our intention
to have lots of exciting activities for the pupils and the wider community. This newsletter will also
describe the family learning opportunities that are available.

We are about to embark on a Capital Project, whereby we have to raise £25,000 that the DCSF
will match. This will enable us to develop the learning resources on the school farm and add an
additional dimension to the science provision for our pupils and visiting schools. If any of our parents,
partners or friends have a spare £25,000 to give us we would love to hear from you!

Our work in maths and computing is still very active with a comprehensive programme of family
learning and outeach work. With both departments achieving fabulous results last summer, we can
really see the benefit that specialist status brings to our pupils.

Specialist status brings us challenges and opportunities. The challenge is to use the status to drive
the school towards further improvement, but the opportunities for our pupils are immense. We have
chosen science because it links so well with other subject areas and can excite and really engage th
pupilsdé interest.

We are very early into our extended specialisms, but | hope this newsletter showcases what we
have done so far.

Mr Golding (Deputy Head Teacher)
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Science Launch

To mark the launch of our science special- In ICT, pupils were taught how to use the
ism Assistant Head Teacher and CurriculumAdobe Fireworks software to create their own
Leader for Science, Mr Fazzani, organised thelanet
visit of the
40ft Star-
chaser  Sky-
bolt  rocket.

Throughout
the day, pu-
pils from all

ages  across
the school
were able to
g view the

S0 rocket  and
P attend a space
WP and science
N presentation.

Year 11 and in art, Year 7 pupi/l
pupils with i n spaceo.

the Skybolt

rocket

Some of the pupil
were disappointed th.
the rocket did no
launch but, as one of tl
presenters explained,
the rocket had bee
launched it would hay
blown down the schog
and melted the playes
ground!

Later in the evening, parents and a local
Girls into science does go! Brownies pack attended the presentation.

Many other departments took an active pa
in the science launch by adapting their usual les
sons to include a science theme. .

For Miss Goughoés da W FY
reographed a space dance with space songs & g
space movements and then pupils created the
own spacebased dance sections. Similarly, in he
drama lessons pupils had to produce their o
short plays that included astronauts, aliens, spa

2 explorer and make a journey to an un
known planet. Local Brownies view the rocket




